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Mark, P. Wolavia

Executive Direcror

Penngylvania Health Care Cost Contrinment Coungi
2258 Market 3t, Suite 4040

Harrisbure, PA 7101 -

Drear Mir. Yolgulka:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate and comment on the 2005 Hospital Performance Report
Members af cur medical staff and Quality |mprevennent Cepartment compared the raport's lindings wich
our medical recards and now provide che following obscrvatlons:

There was a greater than expected morslity rate for patients with aspiratien pneumonia. All of these
cages had advance directives requesting no resuscitation ar excriordinary means to preserve their fves,
Lancaster General Hospital respeces the dlgnlcy of paclents by honoring thelr wishes and Insticuting
tiedhcally appropriate care, Aspiration preldmoni cases often redquirs aggretsive intérvention, including
intubation and ventilation. The advance directives of the patents limit cor gbility to provide maximum
suppert and treatment. It is also important te nace thar all bue one of the patiencs who died were ape 73
years of greater and 78% were older chan 80 years of age,

fAugain, thank you for the gpportunity to comment on the informacion included in your lagest report.
Sinceraly,

M%%ﬂ%

Bruee H. Fakerney, M.LL
Vice President, Medizl Affairs



