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Exceoutive Director

Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council
225 diarket Sireet, Suite J00

Harrishaeg, PA 171401

Dear kdr. Wolavka:

Thank yous [or the opportunity o teview the hospital perfonmance data from October 1,
2004 through September 30, 20405,

In two of the conditions/DE.Gs studied, the mortality rate was higher than expected.

The “Medical Back™ DREG had 19 patients in the category with one desth. The
low volume skews resulls. This patient was over 90t years of age with a
significant co-morbidity at admission of severs aoic stenosis, The patient was
treated appropiately for her disorder. During the hospital coursc, the patient
cxpired from cardiae complications of her cowmorbid condition.

1o the condition category of Kidney and Urinary Tract Infeclions, there were 47
paticnts wilh 4 deaths. Two patients had co-existing, profound mefastatic caneor
and were treated for cnd of life care. The cemaining 1w patients had cardiac
conditions that experienced unanlicipated cardiac events unrelated to wiosepsis.

There were threo conditions lsted with higher than expected readmission rates for any
reason. The readmissions that fall into this calegory include readmissions for @ reasan,
whaether celated or not to the original diagnosis,

Dishetes - Medical hlanagement
There were  cases out of 32 that were readmitted for sty reason during the year.

3 of the & cases were a result of patient non-compliznce with diabeies
management. The romaloing 3 ¢ases were readmlrted due to other chronic
conditions unrelated to diabetes. '
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Pagg 2

Gallbladder Ecmoval — Laparoscopis

There were % cazes out of 44 that were readinitted for any roazon durng the yéar.
3 ol 1he nine ¢ases were not veadmitted to this facility so no data is available, The
remaining & readmissions to Heart of Lancaster Regional Medical Center were
completely uneelated to the initial encowter and were notf a result of a surgical
complication or a previous admission,

Callbladder Removal — Open

There were 3 cases out of 9 that were readmitted for any reasen dunng the yvaar,
Ome of those patients was not readritted to this facility so no data 15 avalabie,
Chie paticnt way readmilted [or treatment of a dilated common bile duct and
elevated liver enzymes prior to a schoduled cotpatient vizit for an ERCP. The
remaining patient was readmitted with post-op wound drainage dug 0 2
subcutancous abseess,

We support FHC4 in 115 efforts to provide the consumer with quality information to assist
in medical decizsion-making,

aincercly,
Lee Christenson
Chisl Execntive Officer





