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Mr. Marc P, Volavka

Executive Diractor

Pennsybvania Health Care Cost Contalnment Coungil
Surte 400

225 Market Streat

Harrigburs, B4 17101

Dear M1, Yolavka:

We appreciate the opportunicy to be able to submit comments regarding the spon-lo-be released
20035 Hospital Parformance Feport and applasd the Council for its cngoing offorts to informn the
public of perfomnance outeomes on these cormnon medieal procedures.

The pecformance report indicated that Lehigh Valley Hospital — Cedar Crest’s readinission rate
for complications/infection for DRG20S Liver Disease was greater than expected.  Uipot review
of the: ¢ascs, five patients had end-seage Jiver discase with recwrring hepatic encephalopathy and
one patient had pancreatic cancer with Fiver mefastasiz previously admitted to heme with
palliative cars services.

Again, we thanik you for the cpperiunity to corment on this teport, Any questions please do not
hezitate to contact me at 610-402-8656.

sincerely,
? E : ‘ i / )
Anthony Ardire MD, MPH, CPE
Scmior Vice President, Ooality and Padicnt Safety



