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ARMSTRONG COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

October 14, 2003

Marc P Volavka

Executive Director

Pernsylvama Health Care Cost Contamment Counet
225 Market Street. Suite 400

Harrisburg, PA 17701

Dear M. Vclavka,

Armatrong County Memorial Hospital has chosen to respond to PHC4 data to be included 1n the
FEY 2002 Hospital Performance Report  As an overview, 1t appears that «n alt categories the
hosprtal has encountered sdverse selection as a result of sigmificant co-rnorbsdities, advanced age,
and diszbuility m this population. Responses will specifically address data mdicating a
sicmificantty higher than expected rate of mortality for the following conditioms:

e Clhronic Obstuctive Pulmonary Dhsease (CORTY

*+  Conges'ive Heart Failure (CHF)

s (Gallbladder Removal - Open

¢ Hip Fracture - Surgical Repair

s Prostatectomny - Transurethral

Chronic Ohstructive Pulmonary Diseaye (COPD}

Armstrong County Memonat Hospital had six (06) mortahtes for the veponted data trme frame.
This number represents 3.9 mortalities more thaa the expested 2.). The analysis of the causal
factors contnbuting to these six mortabihies 13 a3 follows
¢ Five (05) of the =1x (06) patierts representing 83% had sigmficant co-mortndities
imcluding heart, renal or cancer cormplications at the tme of thew admission
¢ Four (G4) of the six (06) patents tepresenting 67% wese considered termunal by their
physicians at the time of adoussion
¢  Three (02) of the s (06) patients representing S0% were classified as a *"No Code”
during their admission
¢ Three (03) of the six (06} patients representing 50% suffered myocardia: mfarctions
durng thew adission
¢+ Two (02) of the sia (06) patients ceased to breath within 24 kours of admission
¢ The average patient age was 21 3 vears

Congestive Heart Failure (CHF)

Armstrong County Memorial Hospital had fiftzen (15) morralies for the reported data time
fraime. This number represents seven {07 mortahities imore than the expected eight (08). The
analvsis of the causal factors contmibuting to these fifteen movtalites is as follows:
¢ Six {09) of the fifteen (15) patients representing 40% were considered termina. by thesr
primary physician at the time of adnission
¢ Tweive (12) of the fifteer (15} patients representing 50% were clagsitied as a “"Nao Code”
during their adrmssion
¢ Five (05) of the fifteen (15) patients representing 33% died withir 24 heurs of adnussion




¢ Fourteen (14) of the fifteen (1 5) patients representing 43% had sigrificant co-moroidities
as documented in theyr medical record a: the time of adrussion
¢ The average pahent was 76.9 vears

Galibladder Removal — Open

Arnstrong County Memortal had two (62) mortalities for the reported data tine frame This
number represents 1 98 mortalittes more than expected 0 2. The analysis of the cauzal factors
contributing to these mortalities is as follows:
¢ One (01) of the two (027 patients representing $0% had a stgnyficant co-marbidity
(rmetestanc cancer) at the time of admussion
Both patsents were c.assified a3 a '"No Cede” during thew admrussion
+  One (01) of the patien's had been transferred to Armstrong County Merronal Hospita!
from a tertiary care hospital -
# The average patent was 70 3 years

Hip Fracture — Surgical Repair

Armstrong County Memontai had five (05) mortalities for the reported dara time framme This
nurrilier represents 4 1 mortanties more than the expected 0.9 The fo'lowing analysis of causal
fuctors 15 provided.
¢ A}l five (05) patients representng 100%: had signiticant co-miorbidmies micladmg heart,
cancer or reral comylications at the e of ad-mission which ultunately contrrbuted to
their demuse
¢ Thiee (03) of the five (05) patients representing 605 were classified as “No Code”
dunng thew acdmission
¢ One {01) of the five (05) patients was considered termmal by teir attending physician at
the 1ome of admission with cirthosis of the liver and hepatc ancephalopathy  The patient
surgery was inittated for comfort measures
+  Tue average patient age was 79 6

Prostatectomy — Transurethral

Armstronyg County Memornal had {1 0) mortality for the reported data ime frane  This number
represents O 9 mortalities more than the expected 0.1, The following analys:s of causal factors 15
provided,
¢ The patient had sigmficant co-marbidities at the time of admission ncludmy heart fa:lue
and cardwmyopathy
¢ The patent diec wittun 24 hours of admission
¢  The patent was 82 years of age
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Hal Altman, MD

Medical Director
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