CEC=f@-298 @i 29 FREOMIOUSLITY MEMoEEMERT  Tod 280 d3TL TO: 717 232 382l R Egs-2as

W THE WASHINGTON HOSPITAL

155 Wi Avesak WasmsnTos, Pa 140!
TEL T2A-EES- 1000 PAN 724- 2227550
wTvRc AEhIngbmhosgringd s

December 9, 2002

Mare B, Violavka, Excoutive Dirsctor

Pennsvivania Health Care Coat Containment Council
225 Market Strect

Suite 400

Herpshurg, BA 17101

Re: Hospital Performarnce Report Formal Comment
Dear Sir;

The Washington Hospita] recsived a “higher than expected” mortality rate for abdominal
hystercetomy patisnds in 2001, This represented two deaths out of 176 abdominal
hysterectomiss. Whereas any death is certainly non-desivable; there are some circumstances that
mitigate against generally succcssful outcomes. T would like to offer a few of the particalars
involved in our two unfortunate outcomes,

The first patient was a 92-vear old female with severo shoriness of breath, ascites, and a
pas: history of coronary artery disease requiring stenting. She underwent 2 total abdominal
hvaterectomy and bilaeral salpingo-oophorectomy for Stage 1T ovarian carcinoma with
metastasis to the bowel and liver, She disd on her third postoperative day of agute renal failuze,

The sccond patient was an §1-vear old femals with severce nausea, weight loss, and
incapacitating weakness. She had a history of hiypertension and syncops secendary to complete
heart block {necessitating 4 paccmaker). After epproprialc preoperative work-up, she also
vrderwent & total abdomiral hysterectomy and hilatcral salpingo-oophercetomy for extensive
ovarian carcinoma. Because of metastasis, she also required an omentectomy and a small bows]
rescction with pritnary pnostomosia. Sho did wall postoperatively until dying of an unexpoctad
respiratory amest on her sixih postoperative day,

Both instances of postoperative complications were non-preventable and, unfortunately,
fatal

Thaok you for the opportunity 10 offer these comments on owr Abdominal Hysterectorny
Mortainty Rate.

Sinccrely yours,
S ke,

Talford W, Thomas
Pregident and CED
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