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[hate: December 6, 2002
Subpect: Comments from The Medical Center, Beaver, PA on 2001 PHCA Hospital Performance Report

Please-inglude these comments with the release of the 2001 Hospital Peeformance Report regarding the Medical
Center, DRG 127 Heart Failure and Shock and DRG 130 Pasoular Disorders except Hearr, Complicated
Mortality Cases.

Theee were 664 cases in DRG 127 with an improved mortality rate in 2001 of 5.8% compared to the previous
vears actual rate of 6.4%,  There were 69 cases in the DRG 130 with 5 mortalities (7.6%). All mortality cases ate
carefully monitored throughout the year against expected severity adjusted rates used by PHC-4, The FPHCS
report allows us 10 conduct a second detatled mvestigation of these cases, Our further investigation revealed:

s Do Noit Resuscitaie (DNR) orders on admission were requested by the paifent’s jamilies in 18 (47 Sal of the
coames e IR 2P and 3 a0k af the cases (i DG T30

o The Length of Stay (LOS) forl{ of the38 DRG 12T morality cazes was 24 howrs or fess and for | of the 5
DRG0 morfality cases.

o Skilled Nursing /Residential Facility was the admission souree for 17 (d5%) of the 38 DRG 127 cases,

o Ageaf e Mortality cases was greater than e geaerald popiiace in DRG 127 68% were 73 peqary of age or
ofd withi ! of those being over 83 years of age.

o Midtiple diganoses were present complicating these cgses. As an exaniple, Renal Failure and or Diabetes was
o complicating secondary diggnosis on 24 (63 5 of the paidents, Metastatic Cancer as a secondary
fizrrosiy was alse present on 9 of thed§ mortality cases i DRG 127 (2435,

s The severiny of the disease progression in DRG 127 Heart Failure parienis was evidenced by thewr secondary
ciagmasts of Chronic Iechemic Heary Disease on 1 (26 %) of the caxes and {n, DRGI3Y 2 of the § cases
e Rupitured Abdonnal Aovtic Anirysms on gdinission.

Conclusions: The Medical Center, 2001, DRG 127 and 130 Mortality Rates arc sigmficantly affected by the
increasing age and medical complexity of the patients we serve. The care provided was appropriate and no
performance improvement opporiunitics were dentified. These rates may be affected by the fact The Medical
Center serves as the primary acute care admission site for several local Nursing homes and for the Beaver County
Gerlatric Center. W support an aggressive multidisciplinary Clinical Ouleome Improvement program and DRG
127 15 one of our ongeing focuses. We will continue to trend the findings and share this information with our
hedical Stall





