o
Clarion Hospital

December 4, 2002

M. Mare P. Volavia, Executive Director
Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containmant Council
228 Market Street

Suite 400

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Mr. Volavka:

Clarion Hospital would like to thank the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost
Centainmant Council for the invitation to commeant and clarify issues related to
our 2001 data. The report indicated Clarion Hospital had a mortality rate higher
than expected for the condition of gallbladdar removal = open.

The case has been reviewed and it was determined that the palient was
considerad high risk according to the American Society of Anesthesiclogists
criteria and the medical care had been appropriately provided. The ogutcome was
not unexpected given the clinical presentation and co-morbidities of the patient.

Clarion Hospital supports the efforts of the Health Care Cost Containmeant
Council in providing guality patient care and promoting positive patient outcomes.

Respectfully Submitied,
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Candis L. Kles, B
Chief Mursing Officer
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